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HaltForce performance residency 
geared to change views on artistry 
By CHARITY DEWING 
cdewing@billingsgazette. 

com 

HaltForce Art Collective 
is bringing together art
ists from across the country 
for a two-week residency 
to explore performance art 
with loosely conceptualized 
ideas. 

From Aug. 3-18, resi
dent artists will perform, 
teach and host co-creation 
workshops throughout Bill
ings. Many of the events are 
free or donation-based. A 
performance salon featur
ing many of these result
ing creations will take place 
on Aug. 11 at 2905 Montana 
Ave. 

HaltForce Art Collec
tive, founded in 2017 by 
Krista Leigh Pasini and her 
partner, Mike, is a co-op of 
multidisciplinary artists, 
meaning the art - no matter 
what it is - embraces a vast 
assortment of art forms, re
sulting in a creative work. 

The residency is nontra
ditional in many ways. 

"Many of the artists live 
in Billings but are treating it 
as if they are somewhere else 
and commit all of their focus 
to their work," said Pasini. 
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Kate Jordan and Bruno Augusto will be part of HaltForce Art 
Collective's upcoming residency program. 

Whether it is dancing, 
spoken word, singing, writ
ten word, music or visual 
art, HaltForce is about not 
pressing art into a certain 
definition or expectation. 

"It is outside of the tradi
tional performance venue, 
where an event is held for 
one evening or one occa
sion," said Pasini. 

Instead, the residents at 
HaltForce will perfonp at 
various locations around 
Billings. The concept is to 
allow residents and observ
ers the opportunity to share, 
study, discuss and partici
pate in the art. 

"Even a witness to art is 
part of the dialogue," said 
Pasini. 

Some of the happen
ings include artistic co
creations at Sky Studio, al
lowing independent artists 
to participate in selected 
performance venues in the 
evening. Participants are 
also welcome to just take 
time to organically create 
and not perform; HaltForce 
is about the experience of 
the moment. 

"If someone comes to a 
co-creation and is given a 
prompt, their interpreta
tion of that may come out 
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With her back to the camera, Erica Gionfriddo performs "In the Ether." Gionfriddo is one of 
several artists taking part in an upcoming residency with HaltForce Art Collective in Billings. 
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Krista Leigh Pasini founded HaltForce Art Collective in 2017 with

fellow artist and partner Mike Pasini. 

in poetry or music. Others known artists," Pasini said. 
may create choreography With the hopes of fa
or begin an improvisational cilitating new avenues of 
dance - it's about whatever thinking about art, Halt
serves you creatively," Pa- Force encourages all artists 
sini said. and spectators to see that 

Other events involve art is multidimensional, one 
classes for Afro Cuban form lending its hand to an
modern dance at the Mon- other. Whatever the source 
tana Dance Center and per- of inspiration, embrace the 
formances at 2905. moment and see what hap-

Pasini and the collabora- pens. 
tive artists of HaltForce are "We want participants to 
aiming to foster art in Bill- be present in the space. It's a 
ings and unearth artists that curation of self, who we are 
hav� not yet had the oppo�- and what we are making,"
tumty to become active m Pasini said. 
the community. For more information go 

"Billings is so rad in that to haltforceartcollective.com. 
way. We have so many un-

If You Go 

As part of the two-week 
HaltForce Art Collective 
residency, participants will 
be performing and creating 
at sites around Billings. 

Aug. 8: Introductions 
with Kate and Bruno , a stu
dio presentation with Kate 
_Jordan and Bruno Augusto 
at Montana Dance Center, 
701 Daniel St. at 7 p.m. 

Aug. 9: Afro Cuban 
Modern dance class with 
Kate and Bruno at Montana 
Dance Center, 701 Daniel St. 

5-6:30 p.m.
Aug. 6-10: Co-Creation

studio sessions hosted at 
Sky Studio, 101 Lewis Ave. 

Aug. 11: An evening 
performance salon hosted 
at 2905 Montana Ave. $10 
in advance and $12 at the 
door. 

Aug. 13-16: Co-creation 
studio sessions hosted at 
2905 Montana Ave. 

Aug. 17: "Open office" 
studio performance hosted 
at 2905 Montana Ave. 


